LET TE R 


FROM THE 


BISHOP of SAL ISBURY 


a 1 :T@ THE. 
ELERG Y of his Dioceſe. 


May, 1711. 


IN I do not now i i in Perfon, 1 take 
this Method to ſupply the Charge that 
you might expect from me by a Letter, 
which is to be deliver d to every one of you, 
28 which I hope will be carefully attended to 
by you. 

In the firſt Place, remember that you ought 


to be Examples and Patterns to the Flock, It is 
A but 
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but a low Size for a Clergyman to be free of 
Scandal ; this is in a manner a Force upon 
him, otherwiſe he falls under Proſecution and 
Cenſure : You ought to ſhine as Lights in the 
World, holding forth the Word of Life which 
you preach, in ſuch a Deportment, as may give 
Authority to all you ſay to others; when they 
ſee by your Practice, that you your ſelves do 
truly believe «, and conform your Lives to it. 
We cannot hope to revive the Spirit of primi- 


tive Chriſtianity in the World, till a primi- 


tive Clergy firſt leads the Way to it. We are 
juſtly ſenſible how much our Authority is ſunk; 
but we ought to conſider that as St. Paul charg- 
ed the Theſſalonians, to know, that is, to own, 
thoſe who were over them in the Lord, and to 


eſteem them very highly in Love for their Works ſake : 


So in the Age in which we live, we mult not 


expect any great Degree of Efteem or Love, but 
for our Works ſalę; and bad as the Age is, there 
are not many Inſtances of thoſe who do the 


Work of the Miniſtry with a due Meaſure of 


Affection, Zeal and Diſcretion, but they feel 
chat a large Share of Love and Eſteem viſibly 
follows it. Let us therefore turn hame our Com- 
plaints firſt upon our ſelves, when we meet with 

unaccep- 


(3) 
unacceptable things; let us ask our ſelves, what 
have we done to deſerve them, or what Part of 
our Duty have we left undone : Let us thus be- 
gin with our ſelves, and corre& what is amiſs in 


our own Conduct, and then we may with more 


Aſſurance claim the Protection both of God and 
Man. Without this nothing will be bleſſed in 
our Hands, and we may juſtly look for a Suc- 
ceſſion of Diſappointments and Troubles in eve- 
ry thing we ſet about. | 
Do not ſatisfy your ſelves with the flight per- 

forming of ſuch things as Cuſtom and Ca- 
nons oblige you to: This is ſtill but a Self- 
Defence. Give your ſelves continually to Prayer, 
and to the Miniſtry of the Word; give Attendance 
to Reading, to Exhortation, and to Doctriue; medi- 
tate on theſe things ; give your ſelves wholly to them, 
that ſo your Profiting may appear unto all. In doing 
theſe things, you will find unſpeakable Joy in 
your own Minds; you will be both ſaving your 
own Souls, and thoſe that hear you; you will 
ſtop the Mouths of Gain-ſayers; you will over- 
come Prejudices, heal our Breaches, convert 
many Souls; and when the chief Shepherd ſhall 
appear, you ſhall receive a Crown of Glory which 
fadeth not away, Theſe things I muſt again 
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and again repeat to you; I hope it is not 
grievous , I am ſure it is /afe to lay them to 
you in Seaſon and out of Seaſon. Let this holy 
Emulation poſſeſs us all, who ſhall live beſt, 
who ſhall labour moſt, who ſhall expreſs moſt 
apparently the Praiſes (or Virtues) of him who 
hath called us into this marvellous Light that ſhines 
ſo bright among us: Let this be our chief Stu- 
dy, who ſhall do the moſt Honour to the Church 
and to our holy Profeſſion, who ſhall gain moſt 
Souls, and who ſhall come neareſt that bleſ- 
fed Pattern which the High Prieſt of our Pro- 
feſſion has ſet us in Meekneſs and Lowlineſs 
of Heart. 

I muſt inſiſt yet a little more largely on one 
Particular, which is of great Importance : 
There is no Part of the Epiſcopal Functi- 
on that is more appropriated to it, and in 
which the Church is more concerned, than 
the ordaining Prieſts and Deacons ; and for 
this we have the more to anſwer, ſince 
as it opens the Door to let Men into the 
Church, out of which it is not ſo eaſy to 
caſt unworthy Perſons, as to barr them from 
entring into it; ſo no Law having -put any 
Reſtraints or Uneaſineſs upon us in this Mat- 

ter, 
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ter, we ought to proceed in it with great 
Care and Caution. We can only examine 
thoſe who are offered to us for holy Orders, 
as to their Knowledge and Studies; but it is 
from the Teſtimonials that you give them, 
that we can have any Information concern- 
ing their Lives and Morals ; and you ought 
to remember that you become anſwerable to 
God and the Church, it you ſign them raſh- 
ly, and without knowing them perſonally for 
the Space of three Years. I have of late had 
Reaſon to believe, that ſome by Perſwaſion, 
or an Eaſineſs to Importunity, have been 
prevailed on to ſet their Hands to Teſtimoni- 
als without knowing the Perſons at all, not 
to mention a three Years perſonal Know- 
ledge of them. Now, as the ' affirming any 
thing, eſpecially in ſo ſolemn a Manner, as 
under Hand and Seal, that is not true, is 
certainly a great Sin, contrary to the Truth 
and Candour that ought to be obſerved by 
all Chriſtians, more eſpecially by all Clergy- 
men; yet it is moſt particularly ſo , when 
by ſuch Teſtimonials Biſhops ate induced to 
receive Perſons, and dedicate them to the 
Service of the Church by holy Orders. 
Thele 
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Theſe are your Suffrages by which you 
teſtity that you judge them fit to be initiated 
into the ſacred Function: And that you may 
"1 apprehend this the better, and may conſider 
Il it the more ſeriouſly, I 5 you this Notice, 
i That I will hereafter ordain no Clerk, unleſs 
. in his Teſtimonials theſe Words are added to 
| the common Form hitherto uſed; 

Ipſumq; A. B. dignum judicamus qui ad ſacrum 

4 Diaconatus (Pyesbyteratus) Ordinem promo veatur. 
If any come to me for Orders with a Teſti- 
| monial in which theſe Words are not, I will 
4 not admit him, but ſend him back; ſo if 
any are diſappointed for want of ſuch a Te- 
\} ſtimonial, it will be your Fault, ſince I have 
v1 given you this due and publick Notice of it. 
1 hope you will conſider this Matter as be- 
comes Men of Conſcience, with the Tender- 
neſs and Strictneſs that the Occaſion requires. 
But becauſe every Clergyman ought to be 
blameleſs and well reported of, I do likewiſe * 
to you, that [ will ordain none unleſs they 
'| have ſignified their Deſign to the Miniſter of 
| the Pariſh where their chief Reſidence has been, 
| that he may the two next Lord's Days publiſh 
| it 
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it in the Church after the Nicene Creed in theſe 
Words. | 

A. B. is to appear before the Biſhop next Em- 

ber Week, to be ordained Deacon (Prieſt): I do 
therefore publiſh this, that if any of you know any 
Impediment or notable Crime for the which he ought 
not to be admitted to that Office, he may come 
forth in the Name of God , and ſhew what the 
Crime and Impediment is. 
This is to be repeated two Lord's Days one af- 
ter another; and the Miniſter of the Pariſh 
muſt under his Hand certify to me that he made 
due Publication of this, and fignify to me ei- 
ther that no Impediment was objected, or Men- 
tion what the Impediment ſo objected was, that 
I may examine into it. I do therefore acquaint 
you all with this, that no Perſon may come to 
me for Orders unleſs this Method has been ob- 
ſerved, and that he brings a Certificate of it 
from the Miniſter or Curate of the Pariſh, other- 
wiſe I will not admit him into holy Orders upon 
no Interceſſion whatſoever. 

Both Biſhops and Presbyters ought to carry 
theſe Words of St. Paul to Timothy ever on their 
Minds, Lay Hands ſuddenly on no Man, neither be 
Partaler of other Mens Sins; keep thy ſelf pure. 

We 
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We have Sins of our own, God knows, much 
too many to anſwer for, and therefore we ought 
not to bring upon our ſelves the Guile of her 


Mens Sins, which we moſt certainly do when we 


caſt open the Doors of the Sanctuary without due 
Care, by which Thieves. and Robbers may come in 
to kill, ſteal, and deſtroy : So I expect a full and 


hearty Compliance from you in. this Matter. I 


leave this, with all the other Parts of your Duty, 
upon, your Conſciences ; and; hope you will fo 
diligently apply Jour ſel ves to the Care of that 
Flock committed to you, as knowing that you 
muſt anſwer for it to the great Shepherd, and Biſhop 
of Souls; which that you may be able to do with 


Toy, is the daily and moſt earneſt Prayer of him 


who is, 


1 - Reverend and dear Brethren, 
| | 10 FE 58 
Your Brother and Fellou-Labourer, 


London: April 
16, 1711. 


And bumble Servant in the Lok, 


Gi. Sarum: 
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